MINUTES OF ST. JOSEPH’S PARENT COUNCIL

HELD ON MONDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 2012
WITHIN ST.JOSEPH’S SCHOOL

PRESENT

Ms. A. McFeat      -    Acting Headteacher

Gordon McIntosh -    Chairperson

Mrs. Cruse           -    Treasurer

Father Kevin        -

Mrs.Anthony         -

Clare Finlay          -
       
APOLOGIES 

Tony Grundy         -   Vice Chairperson

Audrey Young

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

These were approved.
MATTERS ARISING
a) Car Park:  Gordon advised that Estates had filled in the holes but this will only be temporary and it will deteriorate again.   The condition of car park to be monitored and kept on future Agendas. 

b) School Closure:  Gordon advised that Clare Finlay had received a response to her letter regarding this.


c) Narrow Footpath:  Gordon had received an update. Gordon advised that the Council were negotiating with the landowner (Mr. Denham) about purchasing piece of land and are awaiting a response – no progress as yet.   Gordon advised that Council have completed their feasibility survey but will not reveal results.  Gordon advised that there are plans to put an Island opposite the pub car park.  There was concern expressed that footpath would not be widened as parents parking in car park could cross at the island and walk down to the School on the wider pavement.  This to be kept on Agenda.

d) Illegal Parking:  Gordon advised that he took pictures and asked if the yellow lines on the main road could be extended by 10m in each direction.  After consultation with the Police the Council have agreed to this.  Gordon advised that he also noticed that the yellow lines in the school looked faint.  However, he advised that when he asked if they could be painted at the same time, he was advised that this is the responsibility of the Education Department and the School had to request this.  Ms. McFeat agreed to take this forward. It was noted that the bus would still be allowed to park within the lines.






e) School Extension: This was discussed. It was noted that as far as Ms McFeat was aware this was still on schedule.  Gordon advised that the Boiler controls were to be replaced and Father Kevin advised that the plans were that a new Boiler would be fitted in 2013.

f) Solar Panels:  Gordon advised that Mrs. Lapi had asked the Council to provide Solar Panels for the Library. Mrs. Anthony advised that Mrs. Lapi had been speaking to Council regarding this but Ms. McFeat advised she had not seen any paperwork. Ms. McFeat agreed to follow up.
TRAINING EVENTS

Gordon gave an update on a Training Event on Parent Councils he had attended on 16th May 2012.  He advised that there was no set model and it was really up to individual schools.  He reported that in most schools parental involvement was a big issue.  Gordon advised that the event was well organised and handed out some leaflets he had picked up. He advised that the main focus of Parent Councils is not fundraising but more concerned with education matters and facts and figures.
OTHER BUSINESS

AGM:  Gordon advised that an Annual General Meeting was due. After discussion it was agreed that this would take place on Monday 8th October 2012 at 7.30 p.m. after the PTA Meeting.
Gordon advised that he would prepare his report and asked Janet for a financial update and the need to have the accounts checked.

Public Liability Insurance:  This was discussed as Gordon had received correspondence concerning it. It was agreed that Parent Council did not require this insurance as they were not organising functions and would be covered by the Council’s Insurance during meetings.

Transfer of Primary 7 Pupils to S1:  Gordon referred to a consultation on this which affected changes to Placing Requests going forward.  Those present encouraged to read and participate in this consultation.

Puddle at Bottom or Road:  Gordon advised that this is being caused due to the drain requiring repair and is causing the field to be flooded. Council in dispute with Mr. Denham who owns the land so repair will not be imminent.

Ms. McFeat advised that the Council had been in and done a cleanup of the playground and cleaned the drains within the playground also. Gordon advised he will continue to pursue repair to drain. There was discussion about the difficulties in corresponding with the Council as it had taken some time to ascertain who owned the Car Park.  It was noted that Tony Bragg was the Education Liaison for St. Joseph’s and Gordon agreed to copy him into correspondence to find out if he could help.
Resignation:  Agnes advised that she intended stepping down as Clerk.  She advised she had done this now for over 25 years and felt it was time to let someone new take over.  She agreed to find out how the Parent Council can recruit for a new Clerk.  Agnes agreed to cover the AGM on 8th October 2012 thereafter stepping down

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

This will be the AGM on 8th October 2012 at 7.30 p.m. within the School

..................................
