MINUTES OF ST. JOSEPH’S PARENT COUNCIL

HELD ON MONDAY 16TH JANUARY 2012 

WITHIN ST.JOSEPH’S SCHOOL

PRESENT

Mrs. Lapi               -   Headteacher

Gordon McIntosh  -   Chairperson

Tony Grundy         -   Vice Chairperson

Janet Cruse          -    Treasurer

Wendy Hagan       
Clare Finlay           
Mrs.Anthony
       
APOLOGIES 

Margaret McIntosh

Audrey Young

IN ATTENDANCE

Gordon McIntosh welcomed Councillor Gow.  
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

These were approved.

MATTERS ARISING
a) Car Park:  Councillor Gow advised that Colin Cunningham, Estates Manager, Falkirk Council had given the go ahead to fill in the pot holes and she had been assured that this work would be carried out in the next 3 – 4 weeks. 

Gordon referred to the recent Falkirk Road Show that a number of Parents had attended.  Gordon had raised the Car Park with Kevin Collins, Planning Co-ordinator, who had claimed responsibility for the upkeep of the Car Park.  Photos had been presented showing the traffic chaos at the School at 3 p.m.   

Gordon advised that he had received a reply to advise that arrangements will be made to expand the East side of the pavement with the Council looking to purchase any additional land required.  Gordon pointed out that the issue of the Car Park had been going on for a long time, with the Council claiming there was no money available, and thanked Councillor Gow for her intervention.

Councillor Gow explained that each Department has its own remit and that it has taken some time to identify which Department was responsible for the Car Park. She further outlined that each Department thought that it had been transferred to the Community Trust and she understood their confusion and it was only when they started looking into it, that Estate Management discovered it was their responsibility.

b) New Development – This was discussed at length.  There were concerns that there were plans already in place to construct a roundabout across from Ian Craig’s yard despite no planning permission being given yet for the development.  

Clare Finlay pointed out that no one seemed to be able to answer how people would get access to their homes while the roundabout was being constructed as the intention was to close the road just under the bridge, meaning that residents would not get access to High Bonnybridge and Greenhill.  This was obviously a concern on how pupils would get to School.

Councillor Gow advised that the approval for the Roundabout had been given some time ago.


c) Illegal Parking – Councillor Gow advised that an illegal parking at the School was the responsibility of the Police and Constable Jane Mills, Community Police Officer should be contacted if there was a problem.  There was a discussion about getting the yellow lines extended around the corner and it was agreed that this would be taken up with Constable Steadman.

Councillor Gow pointed out that additional yellow lines required consultation and could take up to 6 months. There was also discussion about no Crash Barriers being available to avoid children running straight onto the road.  Gordon agreed to pursue this.


d) New Rail Station:  Councillor Gow advised that Transport Scotland had stated that opening a Station in Bonnybridge was a no go.  This was to do with disruption to timetables.

It was noted that there was concern from residents about a Car Park for the station as this would result in on-street parking and would be a headache for those living in the area.

SCHOOL CLOSURE PROCEDURE
Gordon had put this topic on the Agenda as parents had expressed concern about communication over the closure of the school during the recent weather warning.  There was a discussion were comments were made about the fact that Falkirk Council had been the last Council in the area to make the decision to close Schools, i.e. not until the morning of the weather warning and that the website was not up to date. 

It was acknowledged that parents were aware of the severe weather warning as this was well communicated by the media and it was a parent’s decision whether to send their children to school or not.  Clare pointed out that she made the decision not to send her children to school as she felt they would only be sent home and she would rather they were at home and safe.

Councillor Gow acknowledged that the Falkirk Council Website was not updated regularly and that she herself was receiving ‘e’ mails asking her what was happening with regard to the weather and closure of buildings and could not obtain any information.

After discussion, Clare agreed to contact Andrew Sutherland to pass on comments on the website and ask why it was not updated.
Councillor Gow reminded those present that she was happy to provide any support and that to keep her informed.  

Again, Gordon thanked Councillor Gow for her assistance and for her coming along to the meeting.  Councillor Gow left the meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE
Gordon had received the following correspondence which was available if any member wished to read:-

· Diamond Jubilee Consultation

· Annual Parent Council Survey

· Recruitment of Head Teachers and Seniors

· Parents/Carers Guide to the Internet 
· Education Services Budget

OTHER BUSINESS

a)  Raising Issues: Gordon reminded members that although there were only four meetings a year, that any issues should be communicated and dealt with by ‘e’ mail and should not wait until the next meeting.  Gordon advised that preferred ‘e’ mail address was his work one.


b) Extension:  Mrs. Lapi gave an update on this – scheduled for 2013.  It was noted that Antonine Primary are due for further extension and that this was scheduled to take place this financial year.  Parent Council will continue to monitor progress on extension and may ask for an update in the near future from the Council.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be Monday 23rd April 2012 at 7.30 p.m. within the School. 
ACTION REQUIRED FOR NEXT MEETING
1. Extension of yellow lines and crash barrier to be investigated – G McIntosh
2. Letter to be written to Andrew Sutherland, regarding school closure procedure and slow update of Council web site – C Finlay
3. Gemma McArdle to be invited to the next meeting  - T Grundy
4. Flowers to be presented to Gemma by Mrs Lapi

5. Father Kevin to be invited to the next meeting as Church Representative

...................................................

