MINUTES OF ST. JOSEPH’S PARENT COUNCIL

HELD ON MONDAY 19th JANUARY 2009
AT 7.15 P.M. WITHIN ST.JOSEPH’S SCHOOL

PRESENT

Mrs. Lapi  -   Headteacher

Mr.Bell     -    Chairperson

Clare Finlay

Margaret McIntosh

Gemma McArdle

Denise Anthony

APOLOGIES

Audrey Young
Crystal Prentice

Margaret McBurnie

Janet Cruse

IN ATTENDANCE

Councillor William Buchanan
CAR PARK

Councillor Buchanan attended to discuss surface of Car Park adjacent to the Church.  He advised that there is a Local Plan Enquiry on 17th March 2009 and plans, which will include Car Parking for both St.Joseph’s Primary School and Antonine Primary School will be proposed.  Councillor Buchanan outlined the changes that are proposed to the area of High Bonnybridge in the future, including the opening of the Railway so there is a Station with Car Park also.

It was noted that once presented to the Reporter on 17th March 2009, along with other plans for other areas, it will probably be December 2009 before a decision is given.  Council Buchanan offered to come back to a future meeting, to do a presentation on the plans in more detail, and stated he will be looking from input from parents and residents.

Unfortunately Councillor Buchanan could not stay to answer questions, so he left the meeting.

There followed discussion regarding the Car Park.  It was agreed that a letter needs to be   sent again to Crawford Campbell,  to ask him to liaise with Community Services with a view to funding the re-surfacing the Car Park as a matter of urgency.  It was also proposed that a letter be drawn up, and copies made.  This letter will be sent to both the Director of Community Services and Director of Education Services, to ask their assistance with regard to the condition of the Car Park.  Gemma McArdle will take to next Parish Council meeting and ask for permission to distribute letter to parishioners to send.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
These were approved.

MATTERS ARISING

a) Surface of Playground:  It had been hoped to discuss this issue also with Councillor Buchanan.  It was agreed that the condition of the playground was not acceptable and needed attention.  It was decided that a further letter should be sent to Crawford Campbell.  This to be copied to Tony Bragg and Alan Livingstone.

b) New Accommodation:   It was noted that there appeared to be no funding to have rooms painted.  There were other areas causing concern.  It was agreed that Tony Bragg to be invited to next meeting to ask for his assistance in getting urgent works carried out.
CORRESPONDENCE

a) Annual Parent Conference:  Jim Bell advised that this was taking place on 16th May 2009.  Anyone wishing to attend to contact Jim as soon as possible.

b) Parent Workshops:  The next ones are on 14th March 2009.  Again contact Jim for further details.


OTHER BUSINESS

Mrs. Lapi advised Gemma that there would be a Prayer Service on Monday 26th January 2009 at 9.30 a.m. within the School for Primary 5.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 16th March 2009 at 7.15 p.m. within the School
